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Islamic religious education has a vital role in fostering students' belief
and respect, while also developing their cultural consciousness, allow-
ing them to adeptly manage the challenges of globalization. The goal
of education should be to foster competent and skilled pupils who can
later make meaningful contributions to society. The proficiency of ed-
ucators to efficiently employ instructional resources is a vital factor in
attaining these conditions. However, it is undeniable that there are
still many Islamic Religious Education instructors who have not
properly utilized suitable interactive instructional tools in line with
modern demands. The lack of support, self-assurance, and resources
is a substantial obstacle and challenge for educators of Islamic Reli-
gious Education in the contemporary era. The aim of this study is to
ivestigale the difficulties related to the use of interactive learning me-
dia in the context of Islamic religious education. This study utilizes a
method of comparing literature and conducting content analysis
through a qualitative descriptive approach.
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he learning process in the world of education is a very

important part, where quality education will result

from various series of quality learning processes. The
learning process can be considered good and of high quality
if it meets the comprehension needs of each student. On the
other hand, students have varying abilities in capturing the
material provided, whether the material is in audio, visual
form, or a combination of both (Arumawan & Yasri, 2021).
Apart from having to use the right methods, an educator must
also be proficient in identifying appropriate teaching materi-
als and learning media so that he can guide students to un-
derstand the material more easily. Thus, learning media
greatly contributes to the success or failure of the learning
process, if learning methods and media can complement each
other, then learning goals can be more easily achieved (Ulya
et al., 2020).

Before the learning process begins, teachers should be
able to choose the most appropriate learning media so that
they can meet the learning objectives that have been previ-
ously determined. Teachers can utilize a variety of different
learning media during the learning process (Yulianti et al.,
2018). Using appropriate learning media can foster students'
interest in learning something new by simplifying the learning
material presented. Interesting learning media will be a stim-
ulant for students during the learning process. In formal ed-
ucational institutions, the use of teaching aids is very im-
portant. Learning media can be used to simplify the teaching
and learning process so that it becomes more optimal (Nur-
rita, 2018).

According to Lestari (Novia Lestari, 2019), initially, me-
dia was only a tool used by teachers to convey lessons. How-
ever, current conditions are different, the presence of learn-
ing media can also act as a stimulant and help students im-
prove their intellectual and emotional abilities. Initially, visual
aids were used to fulfill the objectives of textbooks, Student
Worksheets (LKS), and teacher writing on the blackboard.
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However, along with the rapid development of technology to-
day, computers and gadgets can be used as tools in the learn-
ing process, especially in creating and using more interactive
learning media (Novia Lestari, 2019).

In the current era of globalization, the development of
information and communication technology is experiencing
very rapid growth, so that it has a significant impact on almost
every aspect of human life. In the education sector, all parties
involved in it need to adapt to technological advances in order
to improve the quality of education at all levels on an ongoing
basis (Pramana, 2020). The current generation, many called
the millennial generation, is used to convenience and things
that attract attention. If the learning process still uses conven-
tional methods, it will result in students feeling bored quickly
and losing motivation to learn. Moreover, for types of subjects
that prioritize the qualitative side, such as Islamic Religious
Education subjects (Syukri et al., 2019).

The subject of Islamic Religious Education is a subject
that emphasizes a lot of qualitative aspects, therefore, if the
teacher continues to use one-way lectures to explain the ma-
terial, it can cause students to quickly feel bored, because stu-
dents are only encouraged to absorb the material through the
use of translation models or by translating and absorb the ma-
terial provided. (Irfan Cahyono & Andrian Gandi Wijanarko,
2020)

According to facts emerging in the world of education,
especially at the basic education level, the content of Islamic
Religious Education subject matter is still dominated by cog-
nitive characteristics. And the learning process that takes place
in the classroom is still largely oriented towards the role of the
teacher (Arsyad, 2014). In teaching practice, many find boring
learning processes, passive classroom conditions where stu-
dents are only given doctrine and accept it, and teachers only
teach through narrative (verbal) communication. . It is still
rare to find varied learning activities such as discussions or re-
search. Simply put, the current state of the learning process
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can be summarized as sitting, listening, taking notes, and
memorizing (Marisa, 2023).

Indeed, students are not empty glasses waiting to be
filled with anything by teachers by simply listening, writing
and memorizing what is conveyed. Conditions like this are
certainly not ideal in the learning process, because they can
cause students to become passive in class, passively watching
the teacher give a lecture in front of the class. Apart from that,
this fact will affect the decline in student learning achievement
(Nurhasanah & Hakim, 2020).

So it should be that Islamic Religious Education
Teachers are able to choose and implement appropriate
learning interaction designs, manage learning systems, and
guide and foster student growth and development
appropriately (Majid, 2013). There are several approaches
that teachers can use to stimulate children to become active
and independent learners, one of which is by utilizing
learning media so that the learning process is not rigid, media
that can increase students' attention, foster students' desire
and willingness to learn, and students can focus more in
learning. in study. So students are expected to become active
and independent learners through interactive, innovative,
fun, challenging and motivating learning (Saputro, 2021).

Through the use of interactive media in Islamic
Religious Education learning, it is hoped that it will be able to
stimulate thoughts, feelings, increase students' interest and
enthusiasm, so that students will at least be happier because
they can be directly involved during the learning process. So
interaction between all learning components can occur
ideally; both teachers and students can play an active and
creative role that results in achieving goals without feeling
burdened by these activities (Retnanto, 2011). Apart from
that, the learning process will be more efficient because the
use of interactive learning media can minimize obstacles in the
interaction process between teachers and students such as

Vol. 11, No. 1, 2023



65 Religious Studies: an International Journal

sociological, physiological, psychological, cultural and
environmental obstacles (Sawitri et al., 2019).

Despite this reality in the field, the use of interactive
learning media to date, especially in Islamic Religious
Education learning, has not shown maximum effort to achieve
learning goals.

Method

The method in this research uses a literature compari-
son method and content analysis approach. Efforts to com-
pare one reference with another are intended to obtain vari-
ous theories and information related to the theme being used
as a research study. Activities by comparing one reference with
another are carried out online to look for main references,
namely in the form of books, scientific journals, research re-
ports, papers, online mass media and other reference sources,
which are credible and have a good reputation. The search
methods in the form of journals, papers and books used as
primary sources are prioritized from the Scopus database
(https://www.scopus.com/), the National Library of the Repub-
lic of Indonesia (https:/e-resources.perpusnas. go.id/) and
Google Book (https://books.google.co.id/). Other references
are also taken online via Microsoft Academic, Directory of
Open Access Journals (DOAJ) and Google Scholar, especially
for Indonesian language references. Meanwhile, other refer-
ences are obtained through the Google and Yandex search
engines.

There are several stages of activity in the process of
comparing one literature with another, referring to Zed Mes-
tika in the book Library Research Methods (Zed, 2004). There
are four stages of activities carried out by researchers, namely
(1) preparing research tools which can be in the form of ball-
point/pencil stationery, notebooks, and computer devices or
devices connected to the internet network; (2) compiling a list
of literature or references regarding primary sources that will
be wused during the research; (3) allocate time and
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concentration on research; and (4) read and study carefully
then record or document the research and finally write down
the research results.

The paradigm used to analyze data is a content analysis
approach. In presenting data using informal presentation
methods. For data presentation, the researcher refers to Her-
man (Suherman, 2020), namely including quotations from the
literature used, in the form of analysis results, and including
source literature and illustrations based on conclusions or in-
formation substance for each topic analysis. Everything is
done in the context of critical thinking and in-depth analysis
of information.

Results and Discussion
The Nature of Interactive Learning Media in Islamic Religious Ed-
ucation Learning

Advances in information technology have brought sig-
nificant changes in various aspects of life. Learning conditions
in schools continue to develop, and technological advances
have the potential to expand the flow of information across
time and space. With advances in technology, all information
and knowledge is now easily accessible to users. Of course,
these circumstances contributed to the resumption of efforts
to incorporate technological advances into the learning pro-
cess.

In achieving learning goals, technology plays an im-
portant role. Where technology has resulted in the develop-
ment of learning media, namely a method of assisting in the
acquisition of knowledge related to visuals and audio. Next,
teachers can build a suitable learning environment, choose the
right instructional approach, and foster a positive emotional
climate among students. Thus, the availability of learning me-
dia enables the oral or written learning process.

The word “media” comes from the Latin word “me-
dius,” which literally translates as “middle,” “intermediary,”
or “introduction.” In Arabic, the term "media" refers to an

K
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intermediary who facilitates the delivery of messages from the
sender to the recipient of the message (Hasanah, 2020). Media
is a collection of various components in the student's environ-
ment that can function as a learning stimulant. Educational
media in physical form will be able to present messages that
motivate children to learn. Meanwhile, Prawiradilaga defines
media as "everything that can be used to convey messages
from the sender to the recipient" (Wibawanto, 2017).

Meanwhile, interactive learning media includes all soft-
ware and hardware that can be used as an intermediary to
send the content of teaching materials from learning re-
sources to students through learning methods that provide
feedback on user input. to the press (Sutarti & Irawan, 2017).

When creating interactive media using multimedia
technology, experts emphasize that there is a big difference
between obtaining learning outcomes through the senses of
sight and sound. The relationship between media and tech-
nology can be used to facilitate effective and efficient learning,
especially in Islamic religious education. Islamic Religious Ed-
ucation is a deliberate and organized effort to prepare stu-
dents to recognize, understand and appreciate their faith in
Islamic teachings, be devout and have noble morals in prac-
ticing Islam, using the Al-Qur'an and Hadith as the main
sources. Through educational activities, training and sharing
experiences with guidance, we can learn to respect adherents
of other religions in relation to peace between believers in so-
ciety, so as to achieve national and communal unity (Majid &
Andayani, 2004).

Concept and Goals of Islamic Education

The term "education" comes from the Arabic term
"Tarbiyyah" which comes from the word "Rabbi" which means
providing character and moral education. It has a number of
qualities in terms of Islamic religious education (Daradjat,
2017). The term "Islamic religious education" has a broad
meaning and application. Because the idea of tarbiyah in
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Islam contains a complex relationship between human rela-
tionships with God, and relationships between human beings,
education in Islam includes formal and non-formal education
(Azra, 1999). So that people can convert to Islam and practice
Islam in accordance with Islamic law. There are many sources
and materials available to guide individual students to become
adherents of a religion that is in accordance with Sharia
(Sutoyo, 2015).

In Islamic Religious Education, the moral aspect is the
most important thing to be realized. Students who take Is-
lamic religious education are expected to be able to show good
values and character in every action and actualize them in eve-
ryday life.

By examining the definitions of Islamic religious edu-
cation experts, it can be concluded that Islamic religious edu-
cation is a deliberate and planned effort by an educator to pre-
pare students to know, appreciate, understand and believe, be
devout and have noble character in order to practice Islamic
teachings. .

The general aim of Islamic Religious Education accord-
ing to Nurbaiti (2017) is to achieve the qualities mentioned by
Allah and His Messenger, while the function of national edu-
cation is to develop skills and abilities and shape character and
personality as well as increase the dignity of the nation in an
effort to educate the life of the nation, aiming to develop the
potential of students to become human beings who believe
and are devoted to God Almighty, have noble character, are
healthy, knowledgeable, capable, creative, independent, and
become democratic and responsible citizens.

To achieve the objectives of Islamic Religious Educa-
tion learning, an effective and efficient learning system is
needed, using appropriate methods, systematic activity plans,
including the facilities and means used, learning media, mate-
rials provided, and methods used in carrying out activities.
learning (Prawiradilaga, 2016)
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The development of science and technology has had
many positive impacts on the world of education. Various con-
ventional learning media such as books, student worksheets
and modules continue to appear one after another. Then fol-
lowed by media in the form of audio-visual technology such as
tape recorders, films, television, infocus and so on. And enter-
ing the current era, what has been widely used is interactive
learning media using computers and gadgets and has been
further developed in the form of e-learning (Abadi, 2015).

With the emergence of various kinds of interactive me-
dia today, students can get learning material from abundant
sources without being limited by space and time, can also carry
out assignments from teachers anytime and anywhere, and
can even take exams without having to meet face to face. For
teachers, especially teachers of Islamic Religious Education
subjects, the learning media that are currently emerging will
be very useful in helping to convey Islamic Religious Educa-
tion learning materials and material (Pasya & Darisman,
2018).

So, the aim of Islamic education is not only to transfer
knowledge to students, but to fill their souls, which must be
guided by good morals and morals and guided to get used to
living life according to the guidance of the Koran and Hadith.
All of this can be obtained through good learning, guidance,
training and experience. Thus, by utilizing technology as a
learning support, one's potential in learning Islamic religion
can be maximized through the use of an adapted learning
style.

Types and Models of Interactive Learning Media

During the learning process, educators can greatly ben-
efit from the use of learning media, one of which is interactive
media. Of course, this interactive media can help children
with a visual learning style in their learning process. Interac-
tive media is a method of conveying information through the
use of recorded visual, audio, and video content displayed
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under computer control for review by individuals who not
only see and hear sights and sounds but also make active re-
sponses (Limbong et al., 2020).

In the current era of digitalization, Islamic Religious
Education teachers can actually get interactive learning media
easily online, both paid and free. If grouped, interactive learn-
ing media can be divided into 3 categories, namely e-learning
based learning media, educational website based media, and
interactive media based on computer software or gadgets.

There are several examples of interactive learning me-
dia that can be used to support Islamic Religious Education
learning based on type:

First, interactive learning media based on E-Learning:
(a) Schoology: Schoology as an LMS has many advantages. Us-
ing Schoology to build an e-learning system will be more eco-
nomical because it does not require hosting for the storage
media, and operating Schoology is more user friendly. School-
ogy has features including: Quiz, Discussion, Analytics,
Courses, Groups, and Attendance (Anggraeni et al., 2020); (b)
Moodle: is one of the most popular learning applications, you
can get it for free at https:/moodle.org. In it there are many
interesting features that can be used such as learning sched-
ules, quizzes, file management, progress tracking, chat and
others; (c) Chamilo: just like the previous e-learning based ap-
plication, chamilo can also be obtained for free. There are
many important features that can be used to support the
learning process, including quizzes, collaboration, communi-
cation, assessments, assignments, and the ability to upload
learning files in various formats. (Pertiwi & Sumbawati, 2018).

Second, interactive learning media based on
Web/Online Sites; (a) Quipper School: a digital learning plat-
form in the form of web applications or gadgets, widely used
in Indonesia. This application can be freely accessed online,
for free or for a fee, is intended for teachers and students and
is completely available in Indonesian. (Anuli et al., 2020); (b)
Bing Translator and Google Translate: Both are websites that
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can be used to translate various languages in the world, very
helpful in learning foreign languages; (c) https:/quran.ke-
menag.go.id/, https://carihadis.com and https://www.hadits.id:
is a website for searching for verses from the Koran and hadith
with a complete collection and can be used easily very easy.

Third, software-based interactive learning media: (a)
Holy Quran Software 1.0, and Quran in Word: Al-Quran ap-
plication in digital form which is very good for supporting the
Islamic Religious Education learning process; (b) Tajwid Soft-
ware: This software for learning to read the Koran and
Tajweed is designed for the Microsoft Windows operating sys-
tem. The application can be used directly without needing to
be installed beforehand so it is practical and easy to use for
learning; (c) Digital Al-Qur'an, an application that is very fa-
miliar and widely used; (d) widely known hadith search soft-
ware such as Lidwa, Maktabah Shamilah, Gawamil Kaleem,
Mausyu'ah and so on. This software contains many tafsir and
hadith books that have been digitized, so they can be used eas-
ily and practically (Fikriyyah, 2018).

Fourth, interactive learning media based on Android
applications: (a) Inheritance and zakat calculator, an Android-
based application that can be used to assist religious learning,
especially regarding the chapter on inheritance and zakat; (b)
The Quizizz and Kahoot applications can be used as interac-
tive media during learning to provide quizzes and evaluations
in a more interesting interactive form.

Apart from the examples of interactive learning media
above, there are several software references that can be used
to create interactive Islamic Religious Education learning me-
dia. For example, Prezi is an application for creating interest-
ing learning presentations, Flypaper is a multimedia applica-
tion that can be used to combine many photos, videos, ani-
mated moving images. The Camtasia application can be used
to record activities on the monitor screen, Snagit to automati-
cally capture the monitor screen display, good for making tu-
torials for students.
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Problems of using interactive learning media

In current conditions, all participants must be ready to
compete in a more modern society, which means educators
and students must follow technological developments. With
technological advances entering the realm of education, it is
possible to help learning in schools and expand learning ma-
terials to be more interesting and interactive. Thus, consider-
ing the diverse quality and learning styles of students, tech-
nology can function as a means and solution to achieve edu-
cational goals (Asela et al., 2020).

Media can be useful for teachers in their work as in-
formants. As is known, the presence of a teacher is an urgent
prerequisite that cannot be ignored because the teacher's
function is very influential in learning activities. In face-to-face
learning, teachers play many functions, one of which is as an
informant. Teachers should aim to present learning mate-
rial/messages in a form that is easily understood by students.
This requires teachers to design learning tools that are able to
present subjects. As a component of learning technology,
learning media can help convey messages successfully and ef-
ficiently. Teachers must understand this. If some teachers
have incorporated media into their learning, this does not
mean that learning occurs without incident.

Apart from this problem, various previous researchers
have identified types of problems related to the implementa-
tion of Islamic Religious Education learning media, such as
the typical difficulties of lack of time for Islamic Religious Ed-
ucation Teachers, lack of skills in creating interactive learning
media, and lack of opportunities for self-development. Other
typical difficulties mentioned by teachers include lack of time.

From the teacher's perspective, according to Ni-
kolopoulou and Gialamas (2016) the problems that often arise
in the implementation of the use of interactive media by teach-
ers are as follows.
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1. Lack of Support

Teachers often face great pressure from school officials
to incorporate interactive learning tools into the learning pro-
cess, including Islamic Religious Education subjects (Wikan &
Molster, 2011). Ideally, the Principal should provide the
broadest possible support to teachers to ensure the successful
integration of interactive learning media into the classroom.

The most important support for teachers is the integra-
tion of the use of interactive learning media into the curricu-
lum, so teachers must also make good plans to integrate inter-
active learning media into the classroom. Furthermore, be-
cause interactive learning media is closely related to technol-
ogy, the school must also have a vision and mission for tech-
nology integration, as well as a plan to implement it and invest
in the development of interactive learning media. The gov-
ernment must provide as much support as possible in provid-
ing educational infrastructure that supports the use of inter-
active learning media.

Apart from that, the lack of internet networks, energy
and other supporting infrastructure, such as computer equip-
ment, gadgets and infocus, is an obstacle to the availability of
equipment. Indeed, internet network problems can be classi-
fied as a result of a lack of support from the school. Schools
should allocate funds to enable internet access in classrooms.
If used in conjunction with a school literacy movement, the
existence of internet facilities in a school becomes a barometer
that the school has implemented a digital literacy program.

2. Lack of Trust

When Islamic Religious Education teachers try to inte-
grate interactive learning media into their teaching, they face
many obstacles, including their insight, knowledge, experi-
ence and attitudes (Papanastasiou & Angeli, 2008).

This principle has of course been mutually understood
by various stakeholders, including teachers, students and
other related parties, such as schools, committees and MGMP.
However, ironically, concerns have emerged from these
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parties regarding interactive learning media. 1) the assump-
tion that learning media is not something important, 2) using
media repeatedly in every lesson, and 3) the wrong under-
standing that learning media is always associated with compli-
cated things, sophisticated technology and costs a lot of
money. It is assumed that the use of learning media is not nec-
essary, because many teachers consider learning media only
as auxiliary media. So, if it is not used, it has no effect (Darimi,
2017).

Many teachers are afraid of incorporating interactive
learning media into their teaching and experience anxiety
when forced to apply their knowledge of interactive learning
media. In addition, many teachers are not aware of the edu-
cational benefits of interactive learning media (Mirzajani et al.,
2016). If they are not aware of the potential benefits of using
interactive learning media in the classroom, they may lack the
drive to incorporate interactive learning media into classroom
activities.

3. Lack of facilities

The main obstacle for teachers in using interactive
learning media in the classroom is the lack of supporting fa-
cilities and infrastructure. Computers, gadgets and other dig-
ital media are the facilities and infrastructure that are of con-
cern. The second significant factor that influences teachers'
willingness to use interactive learning media in education is
the availability of internet signals and the availability of elec-
tricity. Teachers' lack of technical understanding regarding
information and communication technology is also a further
obstacle in implementing interactive learning media in the
classroom. Furthermore, anxiety and concerns about the dan-
gerous impacts of using tools such as cellphones and comput-
ers in schools are a barrier for instructors to use interactive
learning media in classroom teaching. Given the anxiety asso-
ciated with the use of interactive learning media tools, schools
implemented policies prohibiting instructors from bringing
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cell phones to school. The lowest barrier to instructors em-
bracing interactive learning media is data management.

Currently, the majority of educational institutions al-
ready have computer and multimedia facilities. However, the
use of computer and multimedia integration in the learning
process is still very lacking. A number of studies show that this
is one of the causes of limited access to technology for educa-
tors and students. According to Balanskate et al. (2006), access
to interactive learning media sources does not guarantee suc-
cessful implementation in the classroom, and this is not only
caused by a lack of interactive learning media facilities and in-
frastructure, but also other problems such as a lack of interac-
tive learning media facilities and infrastructure. high-quality
hardware, appropriate educational software, and access to in-
teractive learning media.

Conclusion

Educational technology which is used as a learning me-
dium makes a big contribution to the learning process, apart
from making it easier it also increases the effectiveness of
learning, especially learning Islamic Religious Education.
With the development of information technology through in-
teractive learning media in Islamic Religious Education learn-
ing, it will form better learning discipline and increase inter-
action between teachers and students. Interactive learning
media in Islamic Religious Education learning acts as a tool or
medium so that students more easily receive the information
conveyed by the teacher, so it is hoped that it will make it eas-
ier for students to achieve success in learning. The use of in-
teractive learning media in Islamic Religious Education learn-
ing has now experienced a lot of development, various forms
of learning media can be used to support learning, especially
Islamic Religious Education, whether based on websites, soft-
ware or mobile phone applications. All of these media can pro-
vide convenience in learning Islamic Religious Education so
that educators and students can easily carry out learning.
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Much needs to be addressed and improved so that learning
using interactive learning media can be achieved effectively.
Infrastructure, policies, teacher competency and curriculum
are important parts that still need improvement. If these as-
pects can be improved, improvements to these aspects have
been carried out, Islamic Religious Education learning can
certainly be carried out optimally. However, there are many
obstacles and challenges in efforts to implement Islamic Reli-
gious Education learning. Especially for remote areas where
electricity or internet facilities are not yet accessible.
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